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REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS IN MEDI-
CINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

BED INVENTED BY DR. DOBELL FOR PATIENTS WITH
SEVERE HEART-DISEASE.

By HEATHER BIGG, Assoc.I.C.E.

MANY clhronic cases of heart-disease pass through a stage in which the
patient is unable to lie down or even lean back beyond the perpendi-
cular line without distress or danger; and there are many in which at
some period of their course the only possibility of obtaining sleep is to
lean forward on pillows placed upon a table in front of the patient.
This difficulty of position goes on for days and weeks, entailing pain
in the back, from the strain upon the lumbar muscles, and compression
of the veins and lymphatics of the groins, resulting from the trunk
being flexed at an acute angle with the thighs. In addition, there is an
interference with the natural action of the stomach and bowels, owing

A. Revolving seat to enable the patient to turn round in any direc-
tion with ease. By removing the centre of the circular cushion, a night-
commode can be applied under the bed.

B. Crutches with hand-rests. When tired of leaning forward, the
patient can support himself upon the crutches under the arm-pits, or
by resting on the hand-rails. The crutches have telescope and buffer
springs to accommodate them to the required height with comfort.
They can be withdrawn from their sockets and removed when not
required.

c. A semicircular table, so placed that the patient can lean forward
and rest his arms upon it either in front or at the sides, shifting his
position at pleasure by turning round his revolving seat (A). The
table can be removed by withdrawing the rods (c, c) from their sockets,
and the patient can then turn his legs quite over the side of the bed
and sit with them down; after which the table can be replaced if re-
quired. It is sufficiently wide to allow a tray to be placed upon it for
meals, a desk for writing, etc.

D. A travelling table upon wlhich to place a cushion for the support
of the head. This little table runs upon wheels in a sunken tramway
upon the semicircular table (c), and its top moves upon a large ball and
socket, thus enabling the patient to shift his position round the table
and turn his head from side to side without removing it from the
cushion. Sitting upon the revolving seat with his arms resting on
the semicircular table and his head on the travelling cushion, he can
turn about as restlessness may dictate with the greatest ease without
disturbance of his general position.
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to the postural compression of the digestive organs, the cramping of
the diaphragm, and the hampering of the already overburdened heart
by an upward pressure of the abdominal organs. Coupled with these
inconveniences, is the difficulty of finding any support for the head and
elbows in front whlich slhall not continually slip away when the weight
of the patient is thrown upon it, thus disturbing the only possible
opportunities of sleep. These circumstances accumulating around a
patient already suffering from a distressing disease, combine to con-
stitute a state of martyrdom of the most wearying description.

Dr. Dobell, having endeavoured in vain to find any bed or chair
that would at all meet the necessities of these cases, has succeeded in
devising a couch wlhich he designates a "heart-bed"; and it appears to
meet all the various requirements alluded to-namely, that of support-
ing the head and arms in a position favourable for obtaining a certain
amount of comfort and a passing chance of sleep.
The accompanying sketch gives a fair representation of the heart-bed,

and its mechanical details may be thus described.

E. Hinges to allow the bed to be inclined from the patient's hips
downwards, so as to accommodate the position of the extremities to
the forward bend of the body, and prevent compression of the abdo-
minal organs and inguinal vessels and forcing up of the diaphragm.
The hinge is so arranged that the lower part of the bed can be dis-
jointed at pleasure, leaving the upper portion in the form of an easy
chair.

F. Legs and rachets by which the movable part of the bed can
be let down or raised to the horizontal position indicated by the
dotted line.

In whatever position, and with or without the table, bed-clothes can
be used as with an ordinary bed. When the patient is well enough to
lie back, the crutches and table can be removed and pillows placed
behind.

SPECIALITE SHERRY.
WE are reminded by several correspondents that we omitted last week
to give the address of Feltoe and Sons: it is 26, Conduit Street, Lon-
don, and I6, and i8, Tib Lane, Manchester.
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